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This interpretation of the verse is tentative, although a more thorough
exploration of the area might place it on a firmer basis. However, it is felt to
be more in accord with the local conditions of Laodicea and with the structure
and argument of the Letter than the more usual interpretation. It is true that
the cognates of zestos and psychros are used elsewhere in the New Testament
(Acts xviii.25; Mt. xxiv.12) in metaphorical senses which seem to favour the
traditional interpretation. But there is no reason why the words should not have
been used with different meanings in a local context in which their literal senses
were pregnantly allusive.

Trinity College, M. J. S. RUDWICK.
Cambridge.
THE STUDY OF GENESIS I - XI

The first eleven chapters of Genesis, down to the first part of verse 27 in
chapter xi, form the section which can be conveniently distinguished from what
follows. In chapter xi verse 26 Abram is inwoduced, and here begins the story
of the patriarchs.

The excavation, between the wars, of such sites as Mari (1933-39), Alalakh
(1936-39), and Nuzi (1925-31), has thrown considerable light on the time of
Abraham and the patriarchs, and the post-war excavations are constantly adding
to the picture. Cuneiform tablets from Mari and Alalakh, dating z;'om the
cighteenth century B.C., give a picture of the situation in the area stretching from
Mesopotamia to the Syrian coast which agrees well with the patriarchal narratives,
and tablets of the fifteenth century from Nuzi illuminate many of the local
customs of the period. The time of Abraham is therefore now seen to fall within
the first half of the second millennium B.C., though opinions vary as to any more
rrecise dating. (This material is well surveyed in R. de Vaux, Revue Biblique,
iii (1946) 321-48, lv (1948) 321-47, lvi (1949) 5-36; and H. H. Rowley, Bulletin of
the John Rylands Library, xxxii (1949) 44-79. De Vaux would place Abraham
provisionally in the nineteenth century, but Rowley favours the sixteenth.)

For the first eleven chapters a different picture prevails. The people and
events seem more remote, and archaeology has in the nature of the case yielded
less which can have a definite bearing.

The main features of these early chapters have been the subject of much
speculation. The Garden of Eden is placed in the Tigris-Euphrates valley, and
Adam, if he is not a mythical character, is associated with the beginnings of
«ivilization in Mesopotamia. The flood of Noah is taken as the folk memory of
a serious inundation in Mesopotamia. The Tower of Babel is equated with
E-fEMEN-AN-KI, the ziqqurat, or temple tower of Babylon. These are some of the
most commonly held views, but many others have been put forward from time
o rime, and the majority centre on the area of Mesopotamia.

Girear progress has been made in the field of prehistoric and early-historic
archacolopy 10 the last fifty years, and it is now a matter of common acceptance
umong prehistarians that the flint tools, found in large numbers from Pleistocene
depoges, are the work of “man’. If the great antiquity of ‘ man’ implicit in
this view Is accepted, it is clearly in conflict with one which would place the first
man of the Bible uccount in Mesopotamia at the beginning of civilization.

Perhaps in recognition of this consideration, many scholars have sought to
interpret these carly chapters of Genesis in terms of myth, or parable, seeing in
them not ciscumstantial accounts. but poetic media for the transmission of divine
truth,

There are thus many questions which must be resolved in the study of
these carly chapters. First of all the nature of the narratives must be determined;
arc they 1o be taken as poetic or historical ? It is clear that no conclusion based
wlely on the apparent degree of likelihood of their historical nature will have
any vzlidity here, so they must be examined in the light of Scripture itself, the
general literary usage of the Old Testament, and the view taken of them in the
New ‘Testament. A very important element here is a clear understanding of the
Hebrew text, so that the issue will not be obscured by reading into the accounts,
clements which do not exist.

Whether historically or poetically, Genesis i-xi covers the period from the
crgytion of man to the time of Abraham in the second millennium B.C. The
period of archaeology relevant to this will therefore be that from the earliest
appearance of man down to the second millennium B.C. Five main branches of
study come into play here, geology, palacobotany, palacontology, archaeology,
anid  cpigraphy. Geology, palacobotany and palaeontology provide a relative
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time scale for the Pleistocene ice age, and the ° post-glacial ® period, the
plant and animal remains supplying a key to climatic change. In the framework,
established by these disciplines, are placecr the discoveries of physical anthropology,
that branch of palaeontology which deals with fossil remains of ‘man’, arch-
acology, which deals with the surviving works of man’s hand, and epigraphy,
that branch of archaeology which in its widest sense deals with written records,
and their contents. A primary question which must be decided in connection
with the prehistoric period is whether or not the ‘ man ’ of prehistorians is to be
identified with ‘man’ in the Biblical sense.

_The material which probably has the greatest direct relevance to these
chapters is the epigraphic, and as written records can preserve matters much. earlier
than their actual writing down, the inscriptions need not be limited in this context
to those dating from the early period. In fact the well-known ¢ creation’ and
‘ flood * tablets are mainly preserved to us in late recensions. The principal material
of - this nature is found in the Sumerian and Akkadian cuneiform records of
Mesopotamia, and to a lesser extent in the hieroglyphic and hieratic literature of
Egypt. The relevant Akkadian inscriptions have been very adequately dealt with
recently by the late Dr. Alexander Heidel of Chicago (The Gilgamesh Epic and Old
Testament Parallels, 2nd ed. (Chicago, 1949); The Babylonian Genesis, 2nd ed.
(Chicago, 1951).), but a large amount of Sumerian literature has recently been
"published, particularly by Professor S. N. Kramer of Philadelphia, and as it contains
elements, such as a flood story, which clearly lie behind some of the Akkadian
versions, it is necessary to examine it in the present connection.

Thus the examination of Genesis i-xi involves a careful study of the Hebrew
text; a decision as to its intention, historical or poetic; a survey of the results
of archaeology from the appearance of man to the second millennium B.C.; an
examination of the Sumerian and Akkadian legends relevant to Genesis; and
finally a synthesis of this material, consistent with a high view of the inspiration
and authority of Scripture.

Tyndale House, T. C. MITCHELL.
Cambridge.

_Chronicle: RECENT LUTHER STUDIES

‘It is probably true to say that during the past half century more hours
of historical research and theological analysis %ave been devoted to Martin Luther
than any other figure in the history of Christianity except its Founder.” Such
is the measured statement of Professor E. Harris Harbison of Princeton. It is
by no means an exaggeration. . In view, therefore, of the vast mass of material
at our disposal, we can do no more in this brief survey than touch and glance
upon a few of the major studies of Luther which have appeared since the midpoint
of this present century. We shall concentrate mainly on those books and articles

.which appear in English, although it will be necessary at times to allude to out-
.standir}F continental works.
h

e most serious impediment to an understanding of Luther here in Britain
has been the lack of adequate and comprehensive translations of his writings.
The definitive Weimar edition, which is still incomplete, yields its treasures only
to those who can cope with the late medieval Latin and middle high German in
which Luther expressed himself. English readers have had to rely on the much
slighter selections of Wace and Buchheim, whilst America has produced the editions
of Lenker and Holman. In 1955, however, there appeared the first of a fifty-five
volume series of Luther’s Works, edited by Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan of Chicago, which
promises to make good a long-standing deficiency. Thirty exegetical volumes are
to be published by the Concordia House of St. Louis and twenty-five volumes of
Reformation writings and occasional pieces will issue from the Muhlenberg Press.
Volumes 12, 13 and 21 on the Psalms, the Sermon on the Mount and the Magnificat,
are already available and maintain an exceptionally high standard. Another less
exhaustive series (edited by Bertram Lee Wolf) aims to cover The Reformation
Writings of Martin Luther. Only two volumes have so far been offered. The
Library of Christian Classics lists four titles relating to Luther, of which the

.Letters of Spiritual Counsel are now ready. Professor Theodore Tappert has pro-

duced a judicious anthology. Dr. Pauck’s rendering of the Lectures on Romans
will be awaited with the utmost interest: meanwhile we have to be satisfied with
]J. Theodore Mueller’s abbreviated version of 1954. For the theological significance
of this ‘ Reformation manifesto ’, as James Mackinnon called it, see my articles
in the Scottish Journal of Theology, March and June, 1950.
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